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AND THE UNITED STATES

broader view: sports

BRITISH SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

· full time education is compulsory for all children between the ages of 5 and 16; the school day usually begins between 8 and 9 a.m. and ends around 3 or 4 p.m; the year is divided into three terms of around 13 weeks each (September – December, January – March, April – July)

· mostly mixed education but majority of private secondary schools are single – sex; school uniforms are worn in most private schools and at many state secondary schools (especially Grammar schools) 

· over 90 per cent of all children, attend schools maintained from public funds called Local Education Authorities (LEAs); education at these schools is free and every publicly maintained school has a governing body which includes members appointed by LEAs, teachers and parents

Pre-school and Primary education

· Pre-school and primary education is provided by nursery and primary school; compulsory education begins at 5 years, when children go to infant schools - emphasis in the infant school is on learning through experience, through drawing, painting, musical activities, movement and play (children learn to read, write a little and so do simple counting)
· at 7 many children move to junior schools, where the work is more systematic 

Secondary Education

· about 90 per cent of state secondary school pupils go to Comprehensive schools, most of these schools are very large (900 to 1.500 pupils is the most common) and provide a wide range of secondary education, both academic and practical, for all or most of the children in a district within the 11- to 18- year age range

· about 4 per cent of children attend Grammar Schools which they enter at the age of 11 on the basis of their abilities - they offer a mainly academic education for the 11 to 18 or 19-years age group

· 6 per cent of children attend Secondary Modern Schools which provide a more general education up to the age of 16, although pupils can stay on beyond the minimum leaving age

Further Education

· further education is provided both by the top two classes of a comprehensive and grammar school and by independent six-form colleges and tertiary colleges
· Six-form colleges are schools which provide academic and non-academic education beyond GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education), while tertiary colleges offer a range of full-time and part-time vocational courses as well as more academic ones 

· many students attend college part-time, either by day or block release from employment or in the evening

Higher Education

· higher education institutions include universities, teacher training colleges and other colleges of technology, art and professions concerned with medicine.

· Britain has many universities, the oldest British universities are Oxford and Cambridge in England and four in Scotland – St.Andrews, Glasgow, Aberdeen and Edinburgh; 

· the 19th century universities became known as the “redbrick” universities as opposed to the ancient stone of Oxford and Cambridge

Qualifications

· the main qualification taken by secondary pupils at around the age 16 is the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) – it assesses an attainment at the key of the curriculum 

· The General Certificate of education (GCE) Advanced (A) level is normally taken after two years of study in two or three subjects (after further education) 
· Advanced Supplementary (AS) qualifications enable sixth-form pupils to broaden their range of study. 
· GCE A level or a mixture of A and AS qualifications are currently the main standard for entrance to higher education and any forms of professional training 

School Curriculum

· It is based on the three core subjects of English, mathematics and science together with seven other foundation subjects – technology, history, geography, music, art, physical education and a modern foreign language

· All children between the ages of 5 and 14 must study the first nine of above mentioned subjects (except of foreign language), from 11 to 14 they must also study a modern language; pupils aged 14 to 16 have to take the three core subjects, technology, a modern language and P.E., plus either history or geography or short courses in both

Independent Schools

· about 7 per cent of children attend independent or private schools not funded by the state

· these schools charge high tuition fees about £ 4000 a term for senior boarding pupils, but many offer scholarship

· independent schools range from small kindergartens to large day and boarding schools and from new experimental schools to ancient foundations

· around 550 independent schools for pupils aged 11 to 19 are commonly known as “public schools”, although they receive no state funding

AMERICAN SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

· school attendance is mandatory in the US from 6 until the age of 16
· at some schools the year is divided into three terms (like in Britain), at other schools into quarters

· in the US, education is mainly the responsibility of the individual states, although the Federal government often gives money to schools, it exercises very little control over administration or curriculum

· therefore, it’s impossible to speak of a uniform system of education in the US as a whole
· all schools are controlled by an elected local body known as the “school board” – parents are very powerful when it comes to decision-making on the issues around school, when they don’t agree with what is going on at their kid’s school, they can vote for a new school board

· the majority of all schools are free public schools 
· private schools charge high tuition fees, only those owned by various religious groups are cheaper

Pre-school and Elementary Education

· Pre-school education includes nursery schools and kindergartens which are up to age of 5 and 6 – most of them are private, only kindergartens attached to public schools are free

· elementary school lasts from 1st grade until 5th grade

· the children at an elementary school learn to read, write, do elementary science, history, geography, music, arts,…

Secondary Education

· over 19 per cent of students continue in school until the age of 18

· secondary education is provided either by Middle Schools (6th – 8th grade) or by High Schools which are often divided into Junior High (12-15) and High School (15-18, 9th – 12th grade)

· wide range of subjects are offered and some schools have different programs of study (regular, honors, or advanced placement)

· GPA – grade point average (4 points for each A, 3 for B, 2 for C, 1 for D, 0 for F) – 4.0 is the highest

· High schools generally organize much activity outside the classroom, many of them have football, basketball and baseball teams, an orchestra, a choir or a jazz band, and various clubs and societies

Higher Education

· about one third of high-school graduates continue on higher education 

· institutions of higher education are divided into:

· Community Colleges – after two years, graduates are awarded Associate of Arts degree

· Vo-tech – vocational-technical schools offering courses from 6 months to 2 years

· Universities and Colleges – Bachelor’s Degree (after 4 years), Master’s Degree (after 1-3 years), Doctoral Degree (2-5 years)

· The oldest and most respected universities in the US are called the Ivy League, it includes schools like Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbian University, University of California...
· About 25 per cent of all universities and colleges are private ones

Qualification

· the basic school leaving qualification is usually the High School Diploma, granted on the basis of completion of a secondary school curriculum

· there is no national school-leaving examination although there are tests used to help select students for college or university entrance - SAT (Scholastic Aptitude  Test) and ACT (American College Testing program)
