21   IMPORTANT EVENTS AND PEOPLE IN 20TH AND 21ST  CENTURY BRITISH HISTORY

broader view: fame and celebrities

Warlike preparations were universal from the end of the 19th century. The fundamental causes of the First World War (1914-1918) were nationalism on both sides, the different political systems in Europe, colonial imperialism, rivalry between Britain and Germany over world markets, disputed territories, and the fact that the treaties of the 19th century had not secured peace.

The immediate cause of the war was the assasination, on June 28, 1914, of Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to Habsburg throne, and his wife, in Sarajevo. This led to an ultimatum to Serbia from Austria, and step by step this led to the war. 

Within a month, much of Europe was in a state of open warfare. In Britain food was rationed and a military draft was introduced (men aged 18 to 41).

WORLD WAR I   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Allies/Entente Powers: Britain, France, Russia, USA + Serbia...

vs.

Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary + Turkey (Ottoman Empire), Bulgaria...

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

During the first two years the Germans invaded Belgium, swept throught France, and were turned back by Marshal Foch. The Allies and the Germans then engaged in trench warfare on the western front (along the border between France and Germany). The Russians invaded Germany and Austria, but met great resistence, including the loss of good deal of territory in Poland. Turkey and Bulgaria fought on the side of Germany. A new british invention, an armoured vehicle called tank, was first used in trench warfare in 1916. Year later in the Battle of Ypres Germany used poison gas for the first time - the gas was called Ypres. 
In April 1917 the United States entered the war. In the same year Soviet Russia withdrew from the conflict. The Allies were moving closer to victory. The final offensive was conducted under Marshal Foch, and the German defence collapsed. The armistice was signed on November 11, 1918. The terms of peace were dictated at the Treaty of Versailles, which was signed on January 15, 1919. They safeguarded disarmament of Germany which also lost all its colonies and had to pay reparations. The Austro-Hungarian Empire ceased to exist. A League of Nations was formed to prevent future wars. 

The euphoria after the war soon endeed. The world depression at the end of the 1920s caused the government to increase taxes and to decrease social security benefits. 

High unemployment, the economy was recovering...

The British Empire reached its great importence in the 1920s. In 1929 the British Commonwealth of Nations -  a free association of equal states under one sovereign – was declared. But at the same time the colonial system entered a series of crises marked by national liberation movement in the colonies. In  1947, India led by Mahátma Ghándí, and Pakistan were granted independence – India became a republic.

WORLD WAR II   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------Allies: Britain+Commonwealth, France, Russia, USA

vs.

Axis Powers: Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, Imperial Japan, + Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary...
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The beginning of the 1930s was marked by the gradually rising power of Germany, mainly after Adolf Hitler’s coming to power in 1933. Germany was determinded to avenge its defeat in 1918. The new leader, Adolf Hitler, displayed a militaristic attitude. He moved German troops into the demilitarized Rhine valley and then also to Austria. He was allied with Italian dictator Benito Mussolini, who seized Ethiopia in defiance of the League of nations.

In 1938 the Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain together with the representatives of France (Daladier) and Italy (Mussolini) signed the pact with Hitler in Munich allowing Germany to have the Sudetenland. This did not prevent the Germans from seizing the rest of Bohemia and Moravia (Slovakia became a satellite state of Germany) shortly afterwards and from denouncing the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 1935. On September 1, 1939, the Germans invaded Poland and Britain declared war on Germany on September 3. The other countries of the British Commonwealth, and France also declared war.

In a short time Poland was seized by the German forces, except the eastern part, which was seized by the USSR. In 1940 German forces seized Denmark, Norway, Belgium and Holland. Britain was not able to prevent this because of it s weak land forces. Italy entered the war on the Germany’s side. France capitulated. Winston Churchill became the Prime Minister of Britain. In the Battle of Britain the German Luftwaffe inflicted great damage on London and other towns, but was repelled by the Royal Air Force. In 1941 Germany conquered Yugoslavia, Grece, and Crete, and invaded Russia. At the same time as the Germans were defeated before Moscow, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor (in December) and the United States entered the war.

Operation Anthropoid - was the code name for the assassination of top Nazi leader Reinhard Heydrich. He was the chief of the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (Reich Main Security Office), the acting Protector of Bohemia and Moravia, and a chief planner of the Final Solution, the Nazi program for the genocide of the Jews of Europe.

Heydrich was wounded in an assassination attempt (by Josef Gabčík and Jan Kubiš) in Prague on 27 May 1942 and died over a week later from complications arising from his injuries. It was the most important action led by Czech people who fighted in British army. Both Gabčík and Kubiš were arrested and killed by Gestapo.
During the following years, fierce fighting raged in the Far East, North Africa, the Pacific areas and – of course – in the bvast plains of Russia. Since the end of 1942 (the battles of Stalingrad in Russia and of El Alamein in North Africa) the Allies started a counteroffensive. In 1943 Italy srrendered to the Allies, but it was occupied by the Nazis. In 1944 the Allies landed in Italy (January) and in France (June) – Germany was pushed back. In 1945 Germany was defeated by the Allies (May 8) and Japan capitulated shortly after the firs atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. So the war ended on September 2, 1945.

The Postdam Conference decreed that Germany should have no  government for the time beeing and, having been demilitarized, should be divided into four zones, governed by the British, French, Amercan, and Russian authorities. Its remaining leaders were to be tried as the war criminals. Japan surrenderd unconditionally, and agreed to military rule under four-power commission headed by General Mac Arthur.

UK took advantage of the Marshall Plan – four-year economic program designed by the US to revitalize the economies.

During the decades after World War II Britain had to recognize the independence of the majority of its colonies – mainly in the 1960s. Nevertheless, most remained members of the Commonwealth. In the Europe the security of the Western countries was kept by NATO, Britain being a member. The last war which Britain had to fight vas in 1982 when Argentina invaded and occupied the Falkland Islands. A British task force was sent immediately and after a fierce conflixt the Argentinian troops surrendered and the island were returned to British rule.

Queen Elizabeth II of the House of Windsor became Queen and the head of the royal family following her father”s death in 1952. In 1947 she married Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, then a serving Royal Navy Officer, whi now bears the title of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Prince Philip is descended from the Danish and Greek royal families.

Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales, is the Queen’s eldest son and the heir to the throne, He was born in 1948 and educated at the Duke of Edinburgh’s old school of Gordonstoun, in Scotland, at Geelong Grammar school in Australia, and at Universities of Cambridge and Wales. He subsequently served as an officer in the Royal Navy for five years. In 1981 he married Lady Diana Spencer, whose title was the Princess of Wales. They have two sons, Prince William and Prince Henry. In 1993 the Prince and Princess of Wales separated. This is a growing trend in Britain and the world. She died in 1997 in a car accident. Her sudden death in a car accident was followed by a spontaneous and prolonged show of public mourning. Prince Charles in married to Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall since 10 February 2005.

