02   IMPORTANT EVENTS AND PEOPLE IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

THROUGH 19TH CENTURY
broader view: emigration
Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492 and met  the native Americans (Indians) there. They crossed a now-submerged stretch of land that joined Asia and north America at the site of the Bering Strait about 35000 years ago. They were living mostly from hunting, agriculture and fishing.  

Settlement by Europeans was slow, and at first only Spanish explorers showed any interest. First colony (Jamestown) was founded in Virginia in 1607. In November 1620, the small ship Mayflower brought a group of English Puritans, who had left England to avoid persecution after their conflict with Kong James I and his Church. They landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts, near the present-day Boston. They are known as the Pilgrim Fathers. Half of them died of starvation or epidemics during the first winter. Those who survived celebrated their first harvest with a feast of thanksgiving (Thanksgiving Day). 

Within the next  few years the Pilgrim Fathers were followed by thousands of other settlers: English, Dutch, Irish and French. They called their new home New England.
Relations between settlers and Native Americans were an uneasy mix of cooperation and conflict. Certain areas saw trade and some social interaction, but in general, as the new settlements expanded, the Indians were forced to move, often after being defeated in battle. (1830 – Indian Removal Act – pres. Jakson, decided to move Indians west of Mississippi, most of the ended in Oklahoma;
1838 – the Trial of Tears – Cherokee tribe was civilized, but they had gold on their land, had to walk all the way from Georgia to Oklahoma, 1/4 of them died)
In the 18th century, there were thirteen colonies along the Atlantic Coast which were under British rule. West of these was French territory extending to the Rocky Mountains in the west, to Lousiana in the south, and reaching northward into 

present-day Canada. this territory was called New France. Part of it was bought by the U.S. in 1803 in the Lousiana Purchase – land bought fron Napoleon (just for about 15 million dollars). It double the size od US, gave it full control over New Orelans and Mississippi.
There were wars between two rivals – the British and the French – which lasted for many years and cost Britain great sums of money. The British government continually raised the taxes on the colonies. Moreover England began to encroach the trading liberty of colonies by the Navigation Acts. Ultimately it caused rebellion.

In 1773, North Americans, dressed as Indians, emptied chests of British tea into the waters of Boston harbor. This “Boston Tea Party” marked the beginning of the War of Independence (1775-1783).The colonists wished to rule the country by themselves. 

On July 4, 1776, the representatives of the original thirteen colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence (written by Thomas Jefferson), which established the United States of America.

Britain recognized the United States in 1783. In 1788, the American Constitution was adopted, and the following year George Washington was elected the president of the United states.

The 19th century was a turning point in the flow of migration: more than ten million new settlers arrived from Europe, the majority being English, Irish, Scottish and Germans. Nearly all of the settled in the North, where industry was developing rapidly. 
In 1857 a lawsuit Dred Scott vs. Sandford resulted in the ruling that slaves were property, and the court would not deprive slave owners of their property without due process of law according to the 5th amendment.
To the people from North, the agricultural South with its slave system was like a foreign country. They proclaimed abolition, which the Southern planters did not want to hear about because  their prosperity depended on the hard work of slaves. 

(About half a million slaves from Africa were brought to America during the 17th and 18th centuries.) This disagreement on the slavery question led to the Civil War between the South and the North. Seven southern states seceded from the union and created the Confederate States of America and elected Jefferson Davis as their president, four other states seceded later on. The war started in 1861 (battle at Fort Sumter, the South fired first) and ended in 1865, resulting in victory for the North. In 1863, President Lincoln gave the slaves freedom by issuing the Emancipation Proclamation. In 1865 the 13th Amendment ended slavery.
The Reconstruction Era started. It included industrialization and improvements in the transportation system.  In the following era, the flourishing industrial corporations, pools and trusts helped the United States gain economic power. The problems of most presidents consisted of regulating there monopolies (Fenry Ford’s car factories, J.P. Morgan’s U.S. Steel Corporation and J.D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company) which were trying to control the politics too. As the industry was developing very fast (there were many strikes) unions were established to protect the workers. Theodor Roosevelt created the Square Deal - balance of power between labor, consumer, and safety interests against business, manufacturers and profit.
He emphasized the principles of the preservation of the environment.

