THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

Czech Republic

- The Czech Republic is a parliamentary democracy. 

- Its government is divided into three branches - the legislative represented by parliament, the executive represented by the government and judicial power represented by the courts.

· Executive

President

· represents the state

· head of the Czech Republic

· signs laws and international treaties
· awards medals, grants, pardons and amnesty
· appoints ministers, judges and ambassadors
· elected for a five-year term but no one cannot held this position more than two times in a row

· commander in chief of the army

· he has power of veto
Government

· ministers of health, culture, agriculture, industry, education, interior, foreign affairs
The executive power is represented by Prime Minister, ministers and local authorities. The municipal elections are held every 4 years. It can cancel some sentences.

· Legislative

The Parliament consists of two houses:

Senate 

· third of them are renewed every 2 years

· 81 members

· Elected for 6 years
Chamber of Deputies

· elected every 4 years

· 200 members

The parliament ratifies international treaties, send troops abroad and maybe the main function is to pass laws.

· Judicial

All the law courts

· constitutional courts

· regional/district court

· they check the constitutionality of laws
· apply laws in practice
The judicial power is represented by the High Court in Brno.

There are several parties in the CR. The main ones are the Social Democracy and the Civic Democratic Party. 

How is a law made?

A BILL (a-law-to-be)

Can be proposed by deputy group of deputies (Senate, Government), higher level (local) authorities. It goes to the COD, where they vote on it. 

If it is approved, it goes to the Senate, 

If it is not approved, it goes to the COD again. 

If approved it goes to the president. 

If he approves it, he signs it and it becomes a law. 

If he does not sign it, it goes back to the COD.

The president can exercise the power of veto only once = not signing the bill

