07   MAJOR WORKS AND AUTHORS IN MODERN (20TH AND 21ST CENTURY) BRITISH LITERATURE

broader view: theatre and film
1. PROSE IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY

· feelings of uncertainty and disillusionment after World War I

· stream of consciousness – new method introduced into the novel
how moods and thoughts influence our behavior, used mainly by Virginia Woolf and James Joyce

John Galsworthy - English novelist and playwright, winner of the Nobel 


Prize for Literature in 1932

The Forsyte Saga
James Joyce - Irish novelist noted for his experimental use of language and 
exploration of new literary methods (stream of consciousness)  in such large works of fiction as Ulysses and Finnegans Wake.
Dubliners – short stories, an analysis of the stagnation and paralysis of Dublin 
Herbert Georg Wells - English novelist, journalist, sociologist, and 

historian, best known for such science fiction as The Time Machine and The War of the Worlds and such comic novels as Tono-Bungay and The History of Mr. Polly.
David Herbert Lawrence – English author of novels, short stories, poems, 
plays, essays, travel books, and letters. His novels Sons and Lovers, The Rainbow, and Women in Love made him one of the most influential English writers of the 20th century. His novels are influenced by Freud’s concepts.
Lady Chatterley’s Lover – argues that good sexual relations between a man and a woman can form the basis of a really happy life

Virginia Woolf – English writer whose novels, through their nonlinear 
approaches to narrative, exerted a major influence on the genre. She is best known for her novels, especially Mrs. Dalloway and 
To the Lighthouse 
Mrs.Dalloway - the novel follows Clarissa Dalloway throughout a single day in post-World War I England in a stream of consciousness style narrative


Agatha Christie - English detective novelist and playwright whose books 
have sold more than 100 million copies and have been translated into some 100 languages.
Murder on the Orient Express – a story about a famous detective Hercule Poirot solving the murder of an American millionaire 

2. THE ENGLISH NOVEL SINCE WORLD WAR II

· a group of writers called the Angry young men expressed the disillusionment felt in the 50’s and 60’s

· the cold war increased anxiety and estrangement

Graham Greene - a journalist, diplomat, novelist, playwright, critic

The Quiet American – it criticizes the colonial war in Vietnam and the intigues of American diplomacy in preparing the economic penetration into the country (it was made into a movie)

Kingsley Amis - the most famous of the Angry young men

Lucky Jim – a comic novel about a university professor who loses his job after embarrassing his colleagues and he finally becomes happy


George Orwell - a writer and a journalist, noted as a political and cultural 


commentator and critic famous for his anti-Utopian novels

Animal Farm – satirical novel, ostensibly about a group of animals who oust the humans from the farm they live on and run it themselves, only to have it corrupted into a brutal tyranny on its own

Nineteen Eighty-Four – a satirical political novel taking place in a totalitarian state that enforces its rules through propaganda, fear, and cruel punishment


John Ronald Reuel Tolkien - English writer and scholar who achieved 


fame with his children's book The Hobbit and his richly 


inventive epic fantasy The Lord of the Rings
3. POETRY

Thomas Stearns Eliot - a US-born poet and dramatist who adopted British 

nationality. Eliot exercised a strong influence on Anglo-American 


culture from the 1920s until late in the century. In 1948 he was awarded both the Order of Merit and the Nobel Prize for Literature.
The Waste Land – a long poem full of abrupt changes of location, speakers and, time; it represented the disillusionment of the
post-World War I generation

4. DRAMA

George Bernard Shaw (1st half ot the 20th century)

Irish comic dramatist, literary critic, and socialist 

propagandist, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1925. 
Pygmalion – a story about a poor flower girl who rises in society thanks to her intelligence and ambition; the basis for the musical play My Fair Lady

John Osborne (2nd half ot the 20th century)
the first of the Angry Young Men

Look Back in Anger – a play about a love triangle involving a jazz trumpet player, his frigid wife, and her best friend 

Samuel Beckett (2nd half ot the 20th century)

an Irish playwright, novelist, and poet

Waiting for Godot – two characters are waiting for Godot who doesn’t come (nobody knows who he’s supposed to be) – no action

