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broader view: city services

· New York is the largest city in the USA and an industrial port
· it lies on the east coast at the mouth of the Hudson and East Rivers and covers and area of 780 square kilometers
· about 18 million inhabitants live in this exiting city of skyscrapers and many extremes
· the capital of the US, named in honor of George Washington
· D.C. = District of Columbia, land for the capital was given by Virginia and Maryland
· the only American city that is not a part of any state, also the very first city created specifically to become the capital 
· designed by a Frenchman Pierre L´Enfant, he combined two street patterns – the rectangular blocks and wide, radiating boulevards (like in Paris)
· situated along the east bank of the Potomac River
· the federal government moved to Washington D.C. from Philadelphia in 1800
· the city was captured by British troops in 1814 in retaliation for the capture and burning of York, the capital of Upper Canada
· they burned the Capitol, the President’s House, and other government building, their reconstruction was completed in 1819
· today, it has expanded to include large residential and business districts
· starting from the Capitol, the streets that run from the north to the south bear the numbers 1, 2, 3, etc., while the east-west streets are named A, B, C, etc
· area: 68,3 mi2
· population: 550 000
The White House

the official residence and principal workplace of the President of the USA

neoclassical sandstone mansion located on Pennsylvania Street

constructed by James Hoban, an Irishman

it was originally referred to as the Presidential Mansion until President Theodore Roosevelt established the formal name by having "The White House" engraved on his stationery in 1901
In the early 20th century, new buildings were added to the wings at either side of the main White House to accommodate the President's growing staff
The West Wing houses the President's office (the Oval Office) and offices of his senior staff, with room for about 50 employees; it also includes the Cabinet Room, where the United States Cabinet meets
The Lincoln Memorial

it’s in the form of a Greek Doric temple, and contains a large seated sculpture of Abraham Lincoln made of Georgia marble

it has been the site of many speeches, including Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”

1867 – fist proposal to build a memorial for Lincoln but it wasn’t put into place until Lincoln’s birthday in 1915

its picture is on a $5 bill

The Jefferson Memorial

It combines a low neo-classical saucer dome with a portico and it bears some resemblance to the Panteon of Rome

The Jefferson Memorial was officially dedicated (opened to public) on April 13, 1943, the 200th anniversary of Jefferson's birth

The interior of the memorial has a 19 foot (5.8 m) tall, 10,000 pound (4.5 t) bronze statue of Jefferson holding the Declaration of Independence by sculptor Rudolph Evans which was added four years after the dedication, and the interior walls are engraved with passages from Jefferson's writings

The site of the monument in West Potomac Park, on the shore of the Potomac River Tidal Basin, is enhanced with the massed planting of Japanese cherry trees, the gift of the people of Japan in 1912

The Capitol

is the seat of the House of Representatives and the Senate
1792 - Dr. William Thornton, a gifted amateur architect, won the competition for its design, it was necessary to enlarge the building several time
Washington Monument

the large white-colored marble obelisk which is ringed by US flags in the center of the National Mall 

it is a United States Presidential Memorial built for George Washington, the first President of the United States and the leader of the revolutionary Continental Army, which won independence from the British following the American Revolutionary War

Smithsonian Institution Building

the Smithsonian Institution's administrative offices and information center 
the Building is constructed of red sandstone in the Norman style (a 12th-century combination of late Romanesque and early Gothic motifs) and is appropriately nicknamed The Castle
the Smithsonian Institution was founded for the promotion and dissemination of knowledge by a bequest to the United States by the British scientist James Smithson
National Museum of Natural History

is a museum administered by the Smithsonian Institution, located on the National Mall 

the museum's collections total over 125 million specimens of plants, animals, fossils, minerals, rocks, meteorites, and human cultural artifacts
the museum is also home to about 185 professional natural history scientists — the largest group of scientists dedicated to the study of the natural and cultural history in the world
National Air and Space Museum

administered by the Smithsonian Institution

it maintains the largest collection of aircraft and spacecraft in the world
it is also a vital center for research into the history, science, and technology of aviation and space flight, as well as planetary science and terrestrial geology and geophysics
National Museum of American History

a museum administered by the Smithsonian Institution and located on the National Mall, it opened in 1964 as the Museum of History and Technology and adopted its current name in 1980
the museum has three exhibition floors, two floors for offices, and one floor (the ground floor) for retail and dining
for example, the gigantic 15-star and 15-stripe American flag which flew over Fort McHenry during the War of 1812 and inspired Francis Scott Key to write "The Star-Spangled Banner" (the American national anthem) is displayed there 
National Archives

the seat of the United States National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), an independent agency of the United States federal government charged with preserving and documenting government and historical records

It houses the original copies of the three main formative documents of the United States and its government: the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. These are displayed to the public in the main chamber of the National Archives, which is called the Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom
Supreme Court Building

It is situated in Washington D.C. at One First Street Northeast, one block from the United States Capitol

After the federal government was established in Washington, the court was housed in a small, basement room in the United States Capitol
In 1929, Chief Justice William Howard Taft argued, successfully, for the Court to have its own building, to distance itself from Congress as an independent branch of government
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

a national war memorial located in Washington, D.C. that honors members of the U.S. armed forces who served in the Vietnam War

it consists of three separate parts — the Three Soldiers statue, the Vietnam Women's Memorial, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall, which is the most recognized part of the memorial
The Memorial Wall is made up of two black granite walls 75 metres long, designed by Maya Ying Lin
The Library of Congress

Contrary to popular belief, the Library of Congress is not the national library of the United States, but the research arm of the United States Congress

It is part of the United States Capitol Complex 

With about 530 miles (850 km) of shelves it is one of the largest libraries in the world. It contains more than 130 million items, second only to the British Library

The library is open to the general public for academic research, however, only members of Congress, their staff and certain other government officials can actually check out books

The Mall

an open-area national park in downtown Washington, D.C

It is the site of gardens and other greenery along with many Smithsonian museums, national monuments and memorials
The National Mall refers specifically to the land stretching from the grounds of the Washington Monument to the United States Capitol directly to the east, however, the term commonly includes the areas that are officially part of West Potomac Park and Constitution Gardens to the west, and often is taken to refer to the entire area between the Lincoln Memorial and the Capitol, with the Washington Monument providing a division slightly west of the center
