20   NEW YORK HIGHLIGHTS

broader view: eating habits
· New York is the largest city in the USA and an industrial port
· it lies on the east coast at the mouth of the Hudson and East Rivers and covers and area of 780 square kilometers
· about 18 million inhabitants live in this exiting city of skyscrapers and many extremes
· New York has five boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx and Staten Island (Richmond) – the beginning of New York Harbor
· there is also the black quarter – Harlem – in northern part of Manhattan
· it is one of the most important financial, commercial and cultural centers in the world, it is sometimes called “The Big Apple”
· large population of immigrants from over 180 countries who help make it one of the most cosmopolitan places on earth New York was a city of immigrants
· the immigrants formed self-sufficient communities such as Chinatown, Little Italy, the Jewish Neighborhood, the German Neighborhood, the Latin Quarter and Harlem, north Manhattan, is known as an African American neighborhood
· the city is situated on the three major islands of Manhattan, Staten Island, and on western Long Island (Brooklyn and Queens), as well as on the mainland in the Bronx
· Brooklyn and Staten Island are connected by the beautiful Verrazano Bridge
· there are also some smaller islands in the surrounding waters, including Ellis Island (at the mouth of the Hudson River in New York Harbor was at one time the main immigration port for immigrants entering the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.), Governors Island, Liberty Island, Roosevelt Island, and small islands located in Jamaica Bay
History:

The original inhabitants were Indians. Manhattan Island was bought from Indians by the Dutch in 1624 for goods worth 24 dollars. The Dutch called their new home New Amsterdam. In 1644, it became an English colony and was renamed New York. Because of its favorable position it soon became an important trading port. By 1775 its population was about 25 000. In southern part of Manhattan island there used to be a wall against Indians, now there is Wall Street - the centre of financial life with the most unimportant stock-exchange in the world.

After the War of Independence, in 1789, New York became the capital of the United States for two years.

Sights:

The Statue of Liberty is one of the most famous landmarks in NY. It is situated on Liberty Island so if you want to go there you must take a boat from Battery Park, Manhattan Island. The Statue was built in 1886 and it is a copy of the small statue given to the USA by France in 1884 designed by F.A.Bartholdi – it was a gift from France to the people of the USA commemorating long friendship between the two nations. It has become a symbol of freedom and also the United States itself. It is 91.5 m high from its pedestal to the torch, the height of the statue itself is 45.3 m and it weighs 225 tons. The Lady holds a book with the inscription “4th July 1776”, the date of the beginning of the independence United States.

Manhattan, the heart of New York, is famous of its skyline (panorama), a large number of skyscrapers on a small area. Manhattan Island was originally inhabited by Indians. In 1625, they sold it to the Dutch and the Dutch called their new home New Amsterdam. In 1664, it became an English colony and was renamed New York. Manhattan is in fact an island, cut off from the mainland by the Hudson River, the East River, and the tiny Harlem River which dives it from the Bronx. Manhattan was built on a modern plan of streets and avenues. Most streets go from the east to the west and have numbers instead of names. Most avenues go from the north to the south. Broadway, the original Indian path, is now a famous theatre centre and is the only real exception to the plan. It runs almost diagonally from the south to the north. New York’s most famous shopping street is Fifth Avenue. 

It took 16 years to transform a rocky and swampy no-man’s-land into the naturalistic landscapes of Central Park, where people can walk, run, boat, listen to outdoor concerts or watch performances, including the New York Shakespeare Festival, and skate and ski in winter, always free from the noise of the busy city.

The World Trade Center is situated around a vast Plaza. The dominant feature were 110 – stories twin towers, which were the highest points in the city – 417 m, built in 1973 and also the second highest in the world after the Sears Towers in Chicago. However, they were destroyed by terrorist attacks on 11th September on 2001.


The Empire State Building surpassed the Chrysler Building and became the highest in the world until the construction of the WTC and Sears Tower in Chicago.  It has 102 stories and is 381 m high. The Empire State building also set a new record for speed of the construction and its cost – because of the Depression it cost less than the estimate (41 million dollars instead of 60).

The Chrysler Building, the seat of Chrysler automobile company, is also known for the competition with the Empire State Building for the highest building.

The United State’s financial world is centered around Wall Street which used to be a wall against Indians and then against the English and now it is the centre of financial life. Apart from the Stock Exchange, which is actually situated in Broad Street, many banks are located there such as Citibank and Bank of New York. 


The United Nations buildings by the East River are the seat of the organization’s headquarters. The United Nations Organization was created after World War II in 1945.

Times Square, the intersection of Broadway and 7th Avenue was, from the turn of 20th century until the 1960s, known as the center of performing arts in NY. It received its name after New York Times, which in 1904 moved into this square. The square has lost most of its glamour in recent years. However, one popular tradition persists: people still come there to welcome in the New Year.

Carnegie Hall, an Italian Renaissance style building, is the concert hall which was financed by steel magnate Andrew Carnegie to house a choir and later the New York Philharmonic Orchestra (it moved to Lincoln Center).

The Lincoln Center is a cultural point of pride to New Yorkers. It consists of New York State Theater, Metropolitan Opera House, Avery Fisher Hall – the home of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, and other buildings.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Avenue is the largest Catholic cathedral in the United States. It was built in the 19th century and soon became the centre of the Easter Parade 

Rockefeller Center is a large business and entertainment complex of twenty-one buildings. It includes Rockefeller Plaza, the Lower Plaza and Channel Gardens. Lower Plaza is a sunny terrace with an elegant café in summer but is transformed into an open-air skating rink in wintertime. We find the statue of Prometheus there and everything in Lower Plaza – fountains, flags or a huge Christmas tree combines to create a continual mood of festivity. The center is home to a number of different businesses, such as General Electric, Radio City Music Hall, travel agencies, luxury stores, restaurants and so on. 

Not far from Wall Street is the Federal Hall National Memorial. This building was the place of George Washington’s inauguration as the first president of the United States in 1789.

Madison Square, was named in memory of James Madison, president of the United States, was established as a park in 1811.

Fifth Avenue, New York’s most famous shopping street, divides the East Side from the West Side.

Transport:

Ferries had been the main method of transportation to and from Manhattan until the bridges were built at the end of 19th century. Besides there are four underwater tunnels

New York City has three many airports: John F. Kennedy International Airport, Newark International Airport and La Guardia Airport.

The New York subway system began to operate in 1904. With 710 miles of track, 469 stations and 5 950 trains , the subway is the largest urban transportation system in the world.

Yellow taxis are also typical for New York – about 12 000 licensed taxis, also called cabs.
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