14   GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

AND IRISH REPUBLIC

broader view: travelling
The British Isles is the geographical name for all the islands off the northwest coast of the continent of Europe – the largest are Great Britain (sometimes just Britain) and Ireland. Great Britain consists of England  (London), Wales (Cardiff) and Scotland (Edinburgh). The United Kingdom, often shorted to U.K., is a political union includes Britain, the Scottish islands, Northern Ireland (Belfast), some island off the south and west of England and the capital is London.

THE UNITED KINGDOM
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland occupies less than 2 per cent of the world’s land area. It lies between 50° North and 60° North latitude, and the prime meridian of 0° passes through the old observatory at Greenwich. Great Britain is a quite narrow/ thin country so no point inside is more than 121 km from the sea.

Besides the largest islands of the British Isles – Great Britain and Ireland, which are separate by the Irish sea, there are about 5000 smaller ones, we should mention the Isle of Weight, the Isles of Scilly, Isle of Man, the Hebrides, the Orkneys, the Shetlands and the Channel Islands near the French coast which nevertheless belong to the United Kingdom.

Britain is a beautiful country with many places of interest, attractive countryside and with a temperate, humid climate, which is affected by the Atlantic Ocean, especially the Gulf Stream. It comes from the Gulf of Mexico to Western Europe so it makes Great Britain milder and warmer than we would expect, because according to the geographical position it would be colder there. Rain is typical for Great Britain and common throughout the year, but the west coat is more rainy thanks to the winds blowing from the ocean, the east coast is drier. Its winters are mild and summers aren’t very hot. Average temperatures in January are about 2 or 4 degrees of Celsius and average temperatures in July are 14 to 17 degrees of Celsius. 

The island of Great Britain can be divided roughly into the lowland area in southern and eastern England and into the highland area which comprises Scotland, most of Wales and the Pennines called Backbone of England because they are situated in the central part of northern England. The highest mountain is Ben Nevis (1342 m) in Scotland, in the Grampian Mountains and the second highest mountains is Snowdon in Wales. The longest rivers are the Severn and the Themes, which flows through London. As for the lakes, they are found in the Lake District in north-east England – Lake Windermere, and in the Highlands of Scotland – Loch Ness and Loch Lomond. Loch means lake in Scottish Gaelic. The most famous is probably Loch Ness thanks to its monster, which brings millions of pounds a year to Scottish tourism. However, the largest lake of the British Isles is Lough Neagh in Northern Ireland. 
British rivers are not very long, but deep. Some very important ports are situated on htem: London on the Thames, Liverpool on the Mersey, Glasgow on the Clyde, Belfast on the River Lagan.  There is also a network of canals in Britain. They were very important for inland freight traffic in the 19th century.
There are very few forest and most of Britain is agricultural land of which over one third is arable and the rest pastures and meadows. 

Stonehenge, 8 miles north of Salisbury on Salisbury Plain is a megalithic monument dating from about 2800 B.C. It is formed by giant stones in the shape of a circle. The purpose of this construction is unknown – probably religious and astronomical reasons. 

THE IRISH REPUBLIC

The Irish Republic takes the majority of the island Ireland and the capital is Dublin. This state is also known as Eire, which is the Irish name of this state. Sometimes, it’s also called the Emerald Island due to a landscape with lush vegetation, which is permanently green thanks to rains that comes from the Atlantic ocean. 
The west coast of the Republic of Ireland is ragged , with cliffs, rocky bays and small islands in coastal water. The low mountains along the coast are replaced with lowlands in the centre of the country with pastures (grazing lands) and black peat bogs.  There are a lot of lakes, which are called loughs and rivers full of trouts and salmons.

