09   MAJOR WORKS AND AUTHORS IN MODERN (20TH AND 21ST CENTURY) AMERICAN LITERATURE 

broader view: censorship and freedom of  speech
1. Realism 

· realism – social problems (politicians, corruption)

they used literature to draw attention to social problems

· the MUCKRAKERS 
Ida Tarbell 
· rich vs. poor people, rich families – Rockafellers, Carneggie
· he wrote about how they got their money

Upton Sinclair 
· The Jungle - he wrote about people working in meat packing factories in    Chicago, when they get hurt – they are fired, fictional book about real events
2. Naturalism

· naturalism – poeple are not completely free – inflienced by surroundings, money, family, education, society...
Jack London (1876- 1916)
· lived in Alaska,  influenced by Darwin’s theory
· animals are in many situations better than people
· The Call of the Wild – story about dog Buck

White Fang

3. Twentienth century poetry
· beginning of 20th century – feelings of disillusionment, mostly because of the large numbers of casualties in the WWI – The Lost Generation (name by Gertrude Stein) – they lost faith in America, in goodness of people...
· complaints that American artistic culture lacked the breadth of European works – many American authors spend time in Europe (Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Faulkner)
· experimental poetry – hundreds of poeple wanted to do something new in poetry

Robert Frost (1874 - 1908)

· no lost generation!

· he returned to the traditional form of poetry, inspired by nature

· nature poems, loneliness, solitary, smooth simple, nice feeling X stronger hidden message, darker serious themes
· Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening – mysterious atmosphere,calm, 

peaceful – death is lovely, deep, but he has many things to do before...
E.E.Cummings (1894-1962)
· during WWI studien in Europe, 
· The Enormous Room – novelcriticism of war and government

· really interested in cubism (see multiple views in one time)

· difficult poems, he wanted people to pay attention to words, common themes, weird titles of poems; when he was old – obsessed, sexual poetry
4. Lost Generation

Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) 
· simple sentences, not emotional, lot of  dialogue
· joined the Ambulance Corps of US Army and left to Italy during the WWI – encountered the brutalities of war, also took part in the naval warfare during the WW2

· received the Pulitzer prize (1953) and Nobel Prize (1954) for The Old man and the Sea

· committed suicide in 1961 (he had suffered severe injuries and had been in constant pain)
· The sun also rises – first novel, responde to was,”nada”=nothing

· The Old Man and the Sea – a novel written in Cuba, about an aging Cuban fisherman Santiago who struggles with a giant fish

For Whom the Bell Tolls – a story of a guerrilla warrior from the US during the Spanish Civil War; clearly presents the ideological theme – Fascist vs. Republican

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (1896-1940) 
· Irish American Jazz age novelist and short story writer, self-styled spokesman of the Lost Generation, American dream

· Saddled with academic difficulties throughout his three-year career at the university, Fitzgerald dropped out in 1917 to enlist in the United States Army
· 30s – work in Hollywood, heavy alcoholic
· This Side of Paradise – first novel, feelings of “lost generation”

·  The Great Gatsby – a novel taking place in NYC and Long Island, often described as the epitome of the “Jazz Age”, Gatsby becomes very rich and shows his old affection to Daisy who’s married, Gatsby is shot and only three people come to his funeral 
· Tender is the Night – problems of a wealthy couple, own experience
William Faulkner (1897-1962) 
· from Mississippi, one of the few American Modernists, used such literary devices as the stream of consciousness, narrative time shifts,…

· strongly influence by the ambience of South, Nobel Prize for literature

· often used fictional place – Yoknapatawpha County in Mississippi 

The Sound and the Fury – same episodes are viewed by four different characters: a mentally retarded man, a depressed college student, their sardonic brother, and their black servant

· Sartoris -  soldier backfromwar, he’s missing adrenalin, want’s tobe a hero again, looking for danger, almost kills himslef
· Absolom, Absolom! – a story of a poor-born white man who’s becoming rich, story told in non-chronological order and often retold by different characters with differing details (hazy memories) 
----------------------
John Steinbeck (1902-1968)

· his work mostly examines the lives of poor working-class people during the Great Depression – realistic fiction
· dropped out of Stanford University to move to NYC – worked as a construction worker while developing his writing skills
· Of Mice and Man – story about two travelling farm workers trying to work up enough money to buy their own farm; it encompasses themes of racism, prejudice against the mentally ill, and the struggle for personal independence 
· Grapes of Wrath - The book is set in the Great Depression and describes a family of sharecroppers, the Joads, who were driven from their land due to the dust storms of the Dust Bowl. The book was made into a film in 1940 starring Henry Fonda and directed by John Ford
Jerome David Salinger (*1919)

· The Catcher in the Rye – Its protagonist, Holden Caulfield, has become an icon for teenage angst; the story describes Holden's experiences in the days following expulsion from his University-preparatory school
· full of sarcastic comments, cultural references

- controversial because of the offensive language, alcohol abuse,…

Kurt Vonnegut (*1922)

· wrote mostly science fiction, surrealism, philosophy, grotesque

· Player Piano – dystopian novel in which human workers have been largely replaced by machines 
· Breakfast of Champions – very satirical, it contains childish drawings illustrating random aspects of life on Earth, i.e. trucks, guns, little girl’s panties, American flag, fried food… 
Jack Kerouac (1922-1969)

· On the Road – typical for the Beat generation, written in stream of consciousness, autobiographical
Allen Ginsberg (1926-1997)

· Howl – a Beat gen. poem, Moloch (lament), references to drugs and sexual practices 
John Irving (*1942)

· his works contain autobiographic elements (mediocre student at Phillips Exeter Academy, his mother was single, great wrestler,…) 

· The World According to Garp – the story of Garp and his feministic mother who wrote book called A Sexual Suspect
· The Cider House Rules – deals with the issue of abortions, an orphan Homer Wells learns how to perform an abortion and help the poor by letting them control the number of their children
· A Widow for One Year
Matin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968)
· one of the leaders of Civil Right Movement, in 1950s -1960s, educated, intelligent
· they had rights, but were separated

· he got Nobel Peace Prize

· Why we cant wait
· Letter From a Birmingham Jail
· “I have a dream“ – speech, in front of Lincoln Memmorial in Washington, millions of people, but not everybody liked him – he was killed in 19 
